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How many students in Utah opt to enroll in a charter school? Where in the state do charter school
students come from? Which school districts have the highest percentage of resident students
attending a charter school? These questions are often asked by lawmakers while discussing charter
school funding or policy issues.
Each fall, an informal group of economists, statisticians, and analysts come together to evaluate the
fall enrollment reports submitted by public schools throughout Utah and develop school enrollment
projections for the next school year. This group, called the Common Data Committee, includes
representatives from the Legislative Fiscal Analyst's Office, the Utah State Office of Education, and
the Governor's Office of Management and Budget. Part of this process includes reviewing district of
residence information for students enrolled in charter schools.

In fall 2014, reports show that 61,435 students enrolled in a charter school. This is approximately 9.9
percent of the total public school enrollment in Utah. Projections indicate that this percentage may
increase to 10.7 percent in fall 2015.

Every school district, except Piute, has at least one resident student attending a charter school. When
looking at percentage of total enrollment, 16 school districts have fewer than two percent of resident
students attending a charter school. These school districts are concentrated in the more rural areas
of the state. Ten school districts, mostly along the Wasatch Front and Washington County, have more
than 10 percent of resident students attending a charter school. Currently, Jordan School District has
the highest at 15.1 percent.

The table below provides detail on the actual fall enrollment reported in fall 2014 by resident school
district and percentage of resident students attending a charter school. The table also provides the
projections for fall 2015.
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